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B 
 
 
 
        Fr.                           -  -                      

                                                       
                                 . Eng. expresses wavelike 
movement as the sound of water washing against the banks 
of a river or a piece of cloth flapping in the wind. 

 
              Fr.                    hâ              . Eng. expresses a 

sudden exit from a place. 
 

             n                    h          
                                               
I smoked out Pouched Rat and he came out in a hurry 

 
        Fr. exprime le scintillement des éclairs. Eng. expresses 

flashing lightning. 
 

                      
                               
the lightning flashed quickly 

 
       ~        Fr.                          ,                        

                            ). Eng. expresses a sudden 
action, as when a door opens due to the wind, sudden exit or 
departure. 

 
     Fr. vite, aussitôt. Eng. quickly, right away. 

Cf.    ,     , gb     ,      ,            ,    ,          ,       
 



4      RAYMOND BOYD & PHILIPPE SANKPAM 

 

t    h                     
dis-lui de descendre vite  
tell him to come down quickly 

 
                                       
 (  )                                 ,                   aussitôt 
 (if) they shoot it with a rifle, it does not die right away 

 
               : 

 
m                 
rentre chez toi en vitesse  
go home right away 

 
PGb *     ‘      

  
b  m Fr. exprime le fait de se poser brièvement et de repartir. 

Eng. expresses alighting and flying off again. 
 
b  s   b  s          

     
Fr.           , en lambeaux. Eng. torn, ragged. 
Syn.         

 
b  s   b  s        
             h    , haillons  
torn clothing 

 
    1. Fr. exprime la continuité,           ité : toujours, 

constamment. Eng. expresses continuity, endlessness: 
always, constantly. 
Syn.          ,           

 
                               
ce sont des          h                                                  
those are old tales that people still tell all the time 

 
                                :        ,             

 
 2. Fr. exprime le bruit de qqch de mou (par exemple un 

fruit) qui frappe un arbre. Eng. expresses the sound of s.th. 
soft (as a piece of fruit) hitting a tree. 
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Cf.     
 
    Fr. exprime le bruit fait par une lance en frappant qqch de 

dur comme un arbre. Eng. expresses the sound of a spear 
striking s.th. hard like a tree. 
Syn.      
Cf.     

 
      Fr.                  , la brillance. Eng. expresses brightness. 
 
          Vd. b  s   b  s   
 
 
 
 

Ɓ 
 
 
 
        Fr.                      h    h              . Eng. 

expresses the cry of the red-flanked duiker. 
 
        Fr.                 h   ,            . Eng. expresses 

whiteness, cleanness. 
 
     1. Fr.                                     , sans 

discernement. Eng. expresses acting without reflexion or 
discernment. 
2. Fr.                                   h        . Eng. 
expresses behaving hypocritically. 

 
          Fr.                    ,                 . Eng. expresses 

speed, haste. 
 
    Fr.     ,              ,              . Eng. quickly, 

immediately, out of the blue. 
Cf.     ,     , gb     ,      ,            ,    ,          ,       
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    h                     
il sortit à toute vitesse et tomba par terre  
he rushed out and fell down 

 
m   h   g    n               
    h                   h                                             
the thing came right of the blue and fell on the ground 

 
      Fr. exprime le fait de parler sèchement et franchement. Eng. 

expresses speaking sharply and frankly. 
Syn.         

 
      k Fr. un peu. Eng. a little. 

Cf. s  p 
 

                   k 
il en rabote un peu le bout 
he removes a bit from the tip 

 
   l    l Fr.                                          (         

                         ). Eng. expresses fullness (as a 
container with liquid). 

 
   r      r   Fr. exprime le bruit de la pluie ou autre menue substance qui 

tombe sur une surface. Eng. expresses the sound of rain or 
other fine substance falling on a surface. 

 
            r     r    
une pluie fine tombe 
a fine rain is falling 

 
   t Fr. peu, modeste. Eng. little, low. 

Cf. g  k 
 

t   k                     t 
dans un magasin de gros le prix est modeste 
in a wholesale store the price is low 

 
   t Fr.                                                          

                           . Eng. expresses the act of 
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pinching or scratching with the fingernails or with an object. 
 
          Fr. exprime le fait de rester calme et immobile. Eng. 

expresses remaining calm and motionless. 
Syn.           

 
    1. Fr.                             (   h)                     

le haut. Eng. expresses lifting (s.th.) up or raising oneself 
higher as on tiptoe. 
2. Fr.                                          . Eng. 
expresses straining to see at a distance. 

 
          Fr.                                  ,                   

                   . Eng. expresses the sound of running 
water, the watery nature of soup. 

 
    Fr. exprime la force d'un coup. Eng. expresses the strength 

of a blow. 
 
        Fr. exprime le fait de répondre du tac au tac. Eng. expresses 

answering right back. 
 
   l    l Fr.           h       ,                         . Eng. 

expresses dampness, waterlogged condition. 
 
   m    m Fr.                     ,                . Eng. expresses 

fragility, unsubstantiality. 
 
   r    r Fr.                                   . Eng. expresses being 

packed together. 
 
   r  r   Fr.                     (            ). Eng. expresses 

denseness (liquid). 
 

             r  r    
 (la boisson)                     
(the sorghum drink called)        is thick 

 
       Fr. exprime une totalité, une généralité. Eng. expresses 

totality, generality. 
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au mois de septembre les herbes portent toutes un « gros ventre » 
   S          h                      “         ” 

 
 
 
 

D 
 
 
 
     Fr. bien. Eng. well. 
 

Etym. <      ‘     
 
    Fr. exprime le fait de tomber lourdement. Eng. expresses 

s.th. heavy falling, s.th. landing heavily. 
Cf.    ,        ,        ,     ,        ,     ,     ,    , 
w  r  k, w  k 

 
       Fr. exprime une rougeur intense (comme le fer chaud). Eng. 

expresses intense red (as red hot iron). 
 
d  k d  k Fr.                      . Eng. expresses piling up. 
 
d  l d  l Fr.                                                ,    

souffler des feuilles. Eng. expresses fanning a fire, blowing 
leaves. 

 
d      l   Fr. exprime un procès mené simultanément et de façon 

coordinée par plusieurs individus. Eng. expresses 
simultaneous coordinated action by several individuals. 
Cf.    k    k,   l  f     l  f  ,   ɲ   ɲ, r  t   r  t  , r  y r  y,        

 
            l   n   kp  ɲ     ,         
ils se mettent tous à ôter leurs vêtements et se jettent dans       
they all start removing their clothes and jump into the water 
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d       d       Fr. constamment. Eng. continually. 
 

                        d       d       
cet enfant baille sans cesse 
this child yawns continually 

 
 
 
 

Ɗ 
 
 
 
       1. Fr. précisément, justement. Eng. precisely, exactly. 

2. Fr.       (                ). Eng. (standing) straight. 
Cf.     

 
   k    k Fr. partout. Eng. everywhere, all over the place. 

Cf. d      l  ,   l  f     l  f  ,   ɲ   ɲ, r  t   r  t  , r  y r  y,        
 

t   m ɲ      k    k 
                        
I hurt all over 

 
   k  r   Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses the 

fact of being right on target. 
 
   k  r      k  r   Fr.                   h            (                 

enfant qui fait ses premiers pas, de qqn dont les pieds sont 
pleins de chiques). Eng. expresses unsteady walking (like a 
child when it starts walking or a person with jiggers). 

 
     1. Fr. rapidement. Eng. quickly. 

Cf.     ,    , gb     ,      ,            ,    ,          ,       
2. Fr. tôt. Eng. early. 
Cf.     
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    h     n             
il est sorti tôt le matin  
he came outside early in the morning 

 
       n 1. Fr.                  h          ,       ,              

jeune fille. Eng. expresses elegance, slimness, litheness in 
the walk of a young woman. 
2. Fr.                            h                         
groupe. Eng. expresses the fact of being the tallest in a 
group. 

 
    r   k     r   k Fr.                                    . Eng. expresses 

abundant rainfall. 
 
      Fr.                                                    

une côte en faisant teuf-teuf. Eng. expresses a chugging 
sound like that of a truck going up a slope. 

 
        Fr.                                                      

       . Eng. expresses the state of package that has not yet 
been unpacked or unwrapped. 

 
      Fr.                                  . Eng. expresses acting 

quickly and skillfully 
Syn. k  l  p 

 
    Fr.                                                           . 

Eng. expresses the noise made by a heavy object falling on 
the ground. 
Cf.    ,        ,        ,     ,        ,     ,     ,    , 
w  r  k, w  k 

 
       Fr.                                                    

           . Eng. expresses a long rumbling noise in the 
distance like that of thunder or an earthquake. 

 
            Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses the 

sound of dripping water. 
Cf.         
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   nd      nd   Fr.                    . Eng. expresses abundance. 
 
          Fr.                        ,            . Eng. expresses 

abundance. 
 
          Fr.                           h                  . Eng. 

expresses shadiness and dampness of a place. 
 
          Fr. exprime la noirceur parfaite. Eng. expresses absolute 

blackness. 
Syn.        

 
 
 
 

Ɛ 
 
 
 
  l  f     l  f     

            
Fr. exprime                                    ,          
                        . Eng. expresses a process 
occurring all about in disorderly and destructive fashion. 
Cf. d      l  ,    k    k,   ɲ   ɲ, r  t   r  t  , r  y r  y,        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12      RAYMOND BOYD & PHILIPPE SANKPAM 

 

 
 

F 
 
 
 
              Fr.                                  h   . Eng. expresses the 

sound of an elephant trumpeting. 
 

f  r           n                      
      h                     : faan! 
 h      h                                    “    ”  

 
      Fr.                            . Eng. expresses 

innocuousness. 
 
  ɲ   ɲ Fr.                                                          

       ,                                        . Eng. 
expresses being assailed in different ways from different 
directions often confusedly and indiscriminately. 
Cf. d      l  ,    k    k,   l  f     l  f  , r  t   r  t  , r  y r  y,        

 
Emploi comme attribut : 

 
d         k          f ɲ f ɲ  
                              
he proceeds in a disorderly fashion  

 
s         f ɲ f ɲ  
son esprit est tortueux  
he has a devious mind 

 
Emploi comme déterminant nominal : 

 
      ɲ f ɲ             
                                   
anybody gets through freely 
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     ɲ f ɲ      
des paroles tortueuses ~ discours ambigus  
devious words ~ ambiguous speech 

 
Emploi comme déterminant de prédicat : 

 
         m     ɲ   ɲ  
qqn qui fait des choses au hasard, sans réflexion 
a person who does things in a disorderly fashion, without reflecting 

 
          g       ɲ   ɲ  
                                          
this stream turns every which way 

 
         Fr.                            ,        ,           . Eng. 

expressing being blurry, fuzzy, indistinct. 
 

                   
je vois trouble  
my sight is blurry 

 
            Fr.                                                   . Eng. 

expresses being less than full. 
 
     Fr.                                    . Eng. expresses the 

sound of a whistle blown. 
 
f     Fr.                                . Eng. expresses lightness 

of a breeze. 
 

               
                         
the wind is blowing lightly 

 
f    Fr. h    . Eng. alas. 
 

ɲ       f    
cela te fait terriblement mal 
that pains you greatly 

 
        Fr. exprime la noirceur. Eng. expresses blackness. 
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    Fr. définitivement. Eng. definitively, for good. 
 

                 
                                    
h                     

 
        Fr.      , impatient. Eng. agitated, impatient. 

Syn.      
 

                   
h            
impatient man 

 
    Fr.           . Eng. at a single stroke. 
 
        Fr.                                         . Eng. expresses 

the sound of heavy breathing. 
 

                 
il respire fortement  
he is breathing heavily 

 
f       f       Fr.                                       . Eng. expresses 

being drenched in sweat. 
 
    Fr.                                                           . 

Eng. expresses sound made by pulling a heavy object along 
the ground. 

 
      Fr.                          ,            . Eng. expresses 

multiplication, abundance. 
 

                       h    (  )                 n 
       h                                                                 
vont en se multipliant 
that goat has had several pairs of twins so that they are becoming ever 
more numerous 

 
        Fr.                                             . Eng. 

expresses an outflow of smoke at ground level. 
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G 
 
 
 
g   Fr.                   ,              au ralenti. Eng. 

expresses slowness, gradualness. 
A aussi un emploi nominal. 

 
Peut être redoublé. 

 
        Vd.        . 
  
        Fr.                                        h            . Eng. 

expresses enclosure by a high barrier. 
 
         Fr.                                            . Eng. 

expresses being long and twisted. 
Syn. g      l    

 
     Fr. inutilement, sans objet, pour rien, sans autre motif, sans 

autre explication. Eng. uselessly, with no purpose, for 
nothing, for no (good) reason. 
Cf.    ,         

 
            
                      ,                          
                h   ,                   

 
                   : 
          
ordinaire, simple 
ordinary, simple 
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have nothing to do, be unemployed 
Syn.          ,         

 
                     
les vautours ne posent pas sur un arbre pour rien (sans une raison) 
(proverbe) 
vultures do not light on a tree without some reason (proverb) 

  
                  m                          m   
cet homme te trompe simplement pour que tu gaspilles ton argent 
that man just wants to trick you into wasting your money 

 
m             
cet objet est sans valeur 
this object is worthless 

 
k                 
                          ~ est vide 
the house is without furnishings ~ is empty 

 
          , n   m   
je me porte bien, et toi? 
I am fine, how about you? 

 
Etym. rapport possible avec      ‘     ,            
PGb *     ‘       ,        

 
g     k Fr. calmement, tranquillement, silencieusement. Eng. 

calmly, quietly, silently. 
 

      g     k t   k         
restons tranquilles dans la case 
                      h    

 
          g                        
on te prend avec soin et on te lave 
they hold you carefully and wash you 

 
PGb *        ‘     ;             
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g  k Fr. un peu. Eng. slightly. 
Cf.    t 

 
                 
        (          h      )                          h , un peu moins 
cher 
the price (of the goods) is slightly lower 

 
Etym. <      ‘        

 
      Fr.                                                        : 

« plouf ». Eng. expresses the sound of a heavy object falling 
in the water: splash. 
Cf.      ,       ,        

 
                        
  h                            ,      ! 
the hippopotamus plunges into the water with a splash 

 
      Fr.                         h           . Eng. expresses the 

sound of a hard fall. 
 

                          
                         h                  
the dead tree fell to the ground with a loud thud 

 
         Fr. creux, profond. Eng. deep, penetrating, sunken. 
 

                            
                                    
the ulcerated sore on your leg is deep 

 
         Fr. trop liquide. Eng. too watery, diluted. 

Cf.          ,       ng 
 

k   n   m   h                
                                                
the porridge you made is too watery 

 
             
bouillie trop liquide 
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too thin porridge 
 
        Fr.                                             . Eng. 

expresses being overstretched. 
 
      Fr.                                        ;               

particulier aux oreilles. Eng. expresses the abnormally large 
and floppy; applies particularly to ears. 

 
            
« oreillard » 
s.o. with big floppy ears 

 
Se trouve partiellement redoublé :          

 
z                          m   n   z        m       
                                                 
your ears are large and floppy like the ears of a rabbit 

 
g      g      Fr.                              ,             . Eng. 

expresses being curved by tension. 
 
g  g  t      

g     t      
g     t   k 

Fr.        (                          h ). Eng. curved 
(like a cows horns). 

 
g      l    Fr.                                            . Eng. 

expresses being long and twisted. 
Syn.          

 
            m      g      l    
un des montants de ta case est long et tordu 
one of the pillars of your house is long and crooked 

 
g           Fr.                                  (                      

ont grandi). Eng. expresses growth (as of children). 
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Gb 
 
 
 
    -    Fr. costaud, maousse. Eng. sturdy. 
 

p       h                     -    
                    h       œ       costaude 
a rope to tie a cow is sturdy 

 
gb  k  t Fr. longtemps. Eng. at length, for a long time. 
 

                k  t n   t      … 
               h           ,                … 
her mother thought for a long time and then said... 

 
gb      Fr. vite, rapidement, tout de suite. Eng. quickly, 

immediately. 
Cf.     ,    ,     ,      ,            ,    ,          ,       

 
gb   k  l    Fr.                                        . Eng. expresses 

the time of day when it has become fully light. 
Cf.     

 
gb  r  k Fr. exprime un emboîtement ou une correspondance exacte 

                       . Eng. expresses a perfect fit of 
objects set one against the other. 
Cf. k          , r  k  t 

 
               -      r  k 
les bouches des                                                      
face à face 
the mouths of the pots are of the same size when set one against the 
other 

 
     Fr.                                       . Eng. expresses 



20      RAYMOND BOYD & PHILIPPE SANKPAM 

 

the report of a firearm. 
Syn.        ,        ,      

 
       Fr.                                                 . Eng. 

expresses darkness of the rain-laden sky. 
Cf.         

 
     Fr. exprime une action faite brusquement et bruyamment par 

plusieurs. Eng. expresses sudden noisy action by a several 
individuals. 

 
                
                                     
the weaver birds suddenly take flight 

 
        Fr. exprime le grondement du tonnerre. Eng. expresses the 

rumble of thunder. 
Cf.        

 
        Fr. exprime la lourdeur de la chute d'un objet. Eng. 

expresses the heavy fall of an object. 
Cf.    ,    ,        ,     ,        ,     ,     ,    , 
w  r  k, w  k 

 
n   m                              
tu reviens dans ton pays rapporter ce cas       (          ), litt. jeter 
(         )                      
you run straight home and inform (your clan members) of this serious 
matter, lit. throw (the matter) heavily on the ground 

  
     Fr.                                   ,            . Eng. 

expresses getting up suddenly. 
 
     Fr. exprime le bruit fait par une lance en frappant qqch de 

dur comme un arbre. Eng. expresses the sound of a spear 
striking s.th. hard like a tree. 
Syn.     

 
s  r                
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                           durement 
the spear struck the tree hard 

 
          Fr.                                        ,       . Eng. 

expresses being wide open, unhindered. 
 
    -   -     Fr. exprime le bruit fait par un glouton en mangeant. Eng. 

expresses the sound of glutonous eating. 
 

          m f  r                    -   -         k                   
                                    (        )     -   -         
                                       -bas  
Lion arrives at the place and he hears (the sound) chomp-chom-chomp 
behind a little hill over there 

 
gb  l  k gb  l  k Fr.                                          . Eng. expresses 

finality of a process. 
Syn.    n    n (vd.    n)  

 
gb  r gb  r ~ gb  r 

gb    r 
Fr. exprime un amaigrissement extrême. Eng. expresses 
excessive thinness. 

 
       Fr.                          . Eng. expresses suddenness. 
 
         Fr.                                  . Eng. expresses a 

                       -for-nothing. 
 
              Fr. exprime la souplesse. Eng. expresses flexibility. 
 
        Fr. gros. Eng. large, wide. 
 
     Fr. exprime une arrivée nombreuse simultanée. Eng. 

expresses the simultaneous arrival of many people or things. 
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H 
 
 
 
h        Fr. raide, dur, sec. Eng. stiff, hard, dry, tough. 

Cf. h       ,     ɲ    
 

       f  r      h        
                 h                   h  
the skin of an elephant is dry and tough 

 
h    h    Fr.                                   non fermé dans un 

tressage       . Eng. expresses unfinished open weaving in 
a wicker object. 

 
h      Fr.                             h               (    ,        , 

etc.). Eng. expresses being sharp and penetrating (nail, barb, 
etc.) 
Cf. h  ɲ    

 
h      Fr. bien fendu. Eng. cleanly cut. 
 

   -         h      
                        ,             
the road is cleanly cut  

 
h     h r  Fr. exprime le bruit de petites choses qui tombent. Eng. 

expresses the sound of small things falling on the ground. 
 

                h   
les petites chenilles tombent en faisant « har » 
 h                               h               “h  ” 

 
h    Fr.                     ,          . Eng. expresses brightness. 
 
h  l  l   Vd. y  l  l   
 
h  m h  m Fr.                    . Eng. expresses abundance, 
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numerousness. 
 
h  ɲ    Fr.                      tranchant               blessant 

                 . Eng. expresses sharpness of an object 
or the wounding nature of behavior. 
Cf. h      

 
h     k Fr. exprime une baisse, une diminution. Eng. expresses 

reduction, decrease. 
 
h     Fr. exprime le calme absolu. Eng. expresses total calm. 

Cf.       
 
h      Fr. exprime la précipitation. Eng. expresses haste. 
 
h        Fr.                     (par exemple, de la peau). Eng. 

expresses roughness (as of the skin). 
Cf. h        

 
h   Fr.                                    . Eng. expresses s.th. 

which comes loose easily. 
Cf.    -h   

 
h       Fr. Fr.                                   ,               . 

Eng. expresses s.th. done at one go, right off. 
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I 
 
 
 
            Fr. exprime la fraîcheur, le calme. Eng. expresses coolness, 

calm. 
 

                       
le temps est frais, calme  
the weather is cool, calm  

 
s                         
     œ                 ,                      
   h                , I               

 
    Fr.                                     :           h   !. 

Eng. common exclamation expressing impatience. 
 
      Fr.                           ,                 h           

sur    . Eng. emphatic form of     (vulgar). 
 
 
 
 

K 
 
 
 
      Fr. vite, rapidement. Eng. fast, quickly. 

Cf.     ,    ,     , gb     ,            ,    ,          ,       
 

                    
les nuages passent rapidement 
the clouds pass over quickly 
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         Fr. exprime le fait de culbuter de haut. Eng. expresses 

tumbling head over heels. 
 
      1. Fr.                                                      

rapidement . Eng. expresses swallowing up or tossing over 
the shoulder quickly. 
2. Fr. exprime le fait de tomber dans un endroit profond. 
Eng. expresses falling into a deep pit. 

 
         Fr.                                            h    . Eng. 

expresses the inextricable entwinement of two things. 
 
    ɲ    Fr.                                  . Eng. expresses being 

hard and dry. 
Cf. h        

 
               ɲ    
la peau                       h  
burned skin is hard and dry 

 
          

        
Fr. exprime la robustesse, la force. Eng. expresses 
robustness, strength. 
Syn.          

 
                           
le boxeur est robuste 
the boxer is rugged 

 
    Fr. exprime le fait de saisir fortement avec la main. Eng. 

expresses gripping firmly with the hand. 
 
     -      1. Fr. exprime une démarche chancelante. Eng. expresses 

 h                     . 
2. Fr.                                        . Eng. 
expresses feverish shaking. 

 
                             ,             
lorsque le soleil me chauffe beaucoup, mon corps tremble 
when the sun burns me, my body shakes feverishly 
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    Fr. exprime la notion de se trouver vite bien plus loin, plus 
haut. Eng. expresses quickly reaching a place much further 
along, further up. 

 
          Fr.                   h               . Eng. expresses a 

staggering gait (as of a drunkard). 
 

   p                    
                       h                
the drunkard staggers along 

 
               Fr.                                                h     

                    . Eng. expresses sound of sousing a hot 
object. 

 
              Fr.                 ,             ,            ,               ,    

       ,          . Eng. expresses strength, stability, solidity, 
firmness, hardness. 
Cf.           

 
       Fr.                     . Eng. expresses immobility. 
 
      Fr.                        , la solitude. Eng. expresses 

tranquillity, solitude. 
 
         1. Fr.                    . Eng. expresses quickness. 

2. Fr.                                                      
         . Eng. expresses the sound obtained by shaking 
objects in a container. 

 
            Fr. exprime le tournoiement du vent qui souffle. Eng. 

expresses whirling of wind. 
Cf.           

 
              Fr. exprime le caquètement de volaille. Eng. expresses 

clucking of fowl. 
 
k  k-s      Fr.                  h                    . Eng. expresses 

the scurrying of a tiny insect. 
 
k  l  p ~ k  l  m Fr.                                  . Eng. express acting 
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quickly and skillfully 
Syn.     p 

 
k    Fr.                               ,            . Eng. 

expresses a resonanting sound. 
 
k           Fr.                                      ,           

marmites dans une cuisine. Eng. expresses lining up of things 
in a row (as pots in a kitchen) 
Cf.          

 
k  p k  p Fr.                           ,    . Eng. expresses being hard 

and dry. 
 
k  r k  r Fr. exprime le mouvement de qqch qui tourne sur soi-même. 

Eng. expresses spinning 
Cf.      

 
k  r  k k  r  k Fr. exprime la solitude. Eng. expresses aloneness. 
 
k  s   k  s   Fr. exprime le fait de se casser en petits morceaux. Eng. 

expresses breaking up into small pieces. 
Cf. s      s      

 
k  y  m k  y  m Fr.                                               h         

                h  ; le bruit de croquer qqch de croustillant. 
Eng. expresses the crackling of dry grass or leaves; the 
sound of eating s.th. crunchy. 

 
k  z    Fr.                                                        . 

Eng. expresses being long and dry like a shinbone. 
 
      Fr. exprime le fait de tomber raide mort. Eng. expresses 

falling down motionless as if dead. 
 
            Fr.             h          . Eng. expresses staggering. 
 

n   k                   
         h       h          
he staggers as he walks 
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         Fr.                                                         ; 
                                                  . Eng. 
expresses falling on the ground and rolling; expresses 
rolling of s.th. not round. 

 
            Fr. tout de suite, rapidement,              , sur-le-champ. 

Eng. immediately, right away, quickly. 
Cf.     ,    ,     , gb     ,      ,    ,          ,       

 
<      - (dem) ‘            

 
       Fr.                                                   . Eng. 

expresses the steady passage of a herd, one animal after 
another. 

 
   -    Fr. exprime le bruit fait par un grand objet qui tombe par terre. 

Eng. expresses the sound of a large object falling to the 
ground. 
Syn.         

 
        Fr.                   ,             (                 

cadavre). Eng. expresses stiffness (as of a corpse). 
 
    Fr. exprime le                h                              

dans un corps. Eng. expresses the sound of a arrow or spear 
penetrating a body. 

 
                 s  r       
                                       
I pierced an animal with a spear 

 
      Fr.                        h                  . Eng. 

expresses the sound of something falling on the ground. 
 
          Fr. exprime la lenteur, la persistance. Eng. expresses 

slowness, that which is long-lasting. 
 

         n             
ils ont fait une longue marche 
they went on a long walk 
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        Fr. exprime une blancheur excessive. Eng. expresses 
excessive whiteness. 

 
   -    Fr.                                         . Eng. expresses 

being bent or misshapen. 
Cf.     -        

 
            Fr. exprime un bruit de chaussures sur une surface dure. 

Eng. expresses sound of footwear on a hard surface. 
 
      Fr.                              ,              . Eng. 

expresses the idea of wholeness, totality. 
 
       Fr. exprime une noirceur parfaite. Eng. expresses absolute 

blackness. 
Syn.           
Cf.        

 
k                  
le charbon de bois est parfaitement noir 
charcoal is perfectly black 

 
      Fr.                                                        

squelette. Eng. expresses the idea of a corpse of which only 
the skeleton remains. 

 
k    Fr. quantificateur distributif : à parts égales. Eng. 

distributive quantifier: in equal measure. 
 

                  
tout le monde fait le même travail 
everyone does the same job 

 
ɲ    h                                           
mangeons en                 ,                               h     
     
           h       (      h       h  ),  h              h       
distance 

 
Etym. <      ‘        ,                    

 



30      RAYMOND BOYD & PHILIPPE SANKPAM 

 

k      k      Fr.                                                       
queue leu leu. Eng. expresses movement of animals in a 
single file. 

 
k   -k  t    Fr.                                         . Eng. expresses 

being bent or twisted 
Cf.    -    

 
k  r k  r Fr. exprime le caquètement des poules ou le crachotement 

                    . Eng. expresses the cackling of fowl or 
the crackling of a radio or loudspeaker. 

 
k  s   k  s   Fr.                                                       

                                      h            . Eng. 
expresses a fast tapping like the sound of a dripping liquid 
or a typewriter. 

 
      Fr. exprime le bruit fait par un objet qui tombe ju            

                  . Eng. expresses the sound made by an 
object falling to the bottom of a deep pool or well. 
Cf.        ;      ,        

 
       Fr. exprime le bruit fait par un objet lourd qui tombe dans 

     . Eng. expresses the sound made by an object falling into 
deep water. 
Cf.       ;      ,        

 
         Fr.                                               . Eng. 

expresses having a dome shape. 
 

                       
le sommet de cette petite colline est arrondi 
the top of this hill is rounded like a dome 

 
            Fr.                                                    . 

Eng. expresses the sound of knocking on a door. 
 
       Fr.                                                            

un petit espace. Eng. expresses being bent or twisted to fit 
into a small space. 
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       Fr.                                           . Eng. expresses 
the shriveled appearance of an old person. 

 
              Fr.                  h                                      

              . Eng. expresses the slow, unsteady gait of a 
tortoise or an old person. 

 
               Fr. exprime une sortie rapide. Eng. expresses a quick exit. 
 
      ~  

            
Fr.                                                    ,    
                             . Eng. expresses water 
spurting or boiling, dust whirling about. 

 
            Fr.                                                    

blanc quand il court. Eng. expresses the motion of the hair 
of the king colubus when running. 

 
    ɲ    Fr.                                                        

soi. Eng. expresses being misshapen by being rounded and 
turned back on itself. 

 
              ɲ    
tu as un pied bot 
you have a clubfoot 

 
            Fr. exprime le bruit fait en frappant qqch de creux. Eng. 

expresses the sound of rapping s.th. hollow. 
Cf.          

 
       Fr.                                             . Eng. 

expresses encercling. 
Cf.      

 
       Fr.                             . Eng. expresses being 

crooked. 
 

          
 â           
crooked stick 

 
        Fr.                                                  h    
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dans le ciel. Eng. expresses smoke rising straight up, high 
into the sky. 

 
 
 
 

Kp 
 
 
 
    1 Fr. bientôt, sous peu. Eng. soon, shortly. 

Cf.     ,      
 

                           : 
 

d        nd            
il partira bientôt, sous peu 
he will leave soon, shortly 

 
    2 Fr.                                                 . Eng. 

expresses the sound of a spear striking a target 
 
     < S Fr. exprime un caractère immédiat. Eng. expresses 

immediateness. 
 
                  Fr.                       ,                           . Eng. 

expresses lack of motivation for choice, indiscriminateness. 
Cf.   ɲ   ɲ 

 
              

            
Fr.                                         . Eng. expresses 
the sound of s.o. running quickly. 

 
m                              
        -tu si vite ? 
where are you running to so fast? 

 
            ~ Fr.                             ,         -      ,    

                                       . Eng. expresses 
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      k        turmoil, rummaging about, feverish handling of many 
objects. 

 
                           
                h           
the children are into everything 

 
          Fr.                                     ,                   

                      . Eng. expresses a strident cry, 
                             . 

 
       h                  
les femmes jubilent en ululant 
the women yodel with joy 

 
     Fr.                                                          

qqch. Eng. expresses sudden spreading apart or bursting. 
 

    h ɲ               
il a ouvert la porte brusquement 
he opened the door suddenly 

 
    -      Fr.                                                             

le ballotte. Eng. expresses the lightness of a thing allowing it 
to flutter or flap in the wind. 

 
    -    Fr.                                   . Eng. expresses 

being wide-open. 
 

               -    
la porte est grande ouverte 
the door is wide-open 

 
        Fr. exprime une longueur excessive. Eng. expresses 

extraordinary length. 
 
        

        
Fr.                                     œ              h. 
Eng. expresses the rubbing of cattle horns against s.th. 

 
       Fr.                                                     . 

Eng. expresses the sound of s.th. falling on a hard surface. 
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s  mb                         
                                              
the plate rattled when it fell on the stone 

 
   ɲ    ɲ   

          
Fr.                             (       ). Eng. expresses 
emptiness, vacantness (space). 
Cf.    ɲ 2 

 
   ɲ    ɲ   

   ɲ    ɲ 
Fr.                                   h   . Eng. expresses 
absence of refuse. 

 
     1. Fr. ensemble. Eng. together. 
 

              y              
ces femmes dansent ensemble la danse des perles 
these women are dancing the bead dance together 

 
 2. Fr. (pas) une fois. Eng. (not) once. 
 

                  
                     
I have never seen him 

 
Avec redoublement : sens distributif 

 
 3. Fr. un par un. Eng. one by one. 
 

                 
venez un par un 
come one after the other, one by one 

 
<      ‘    

 
kp  l kp  l Fr.                          œ  . Eng. expresses beating of 

the heart. 
 
kp  r  m kp  r  m Fr.                                  . Eng. expresses 

smootheness. 
 
kp  r  r   Fr.                                     h  . Eng. expresses 

smoothness to the touch 
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        l      kp  r  r   
la surface de la table est bien lisse 
the surface of the table is very smooth 

 
     1. Fr. exprime une grande largeur. Eng. expresses great 

width. 
 

                       
                              
he is extremely large in the chest 

 
 2. Fr.                                                      . 

Eng. expresses the sound of a heavy object falling on the 
ground.  
Cf.      

 
Etym. < S.                ‘     h            

 
      Fr. exprime la grosseur, la grande taille. Eng. expresses 

large size, voluminousness. 
 
            Fr.                        h                                 . 

Eng. expresses the sound of s.th. shaken or rolling on the 
ground. 
Cf.                 

 
         

         
Fr.                                                        , 
                           h    . Eng. expresses the sound 
of a heavy animal running as a horse galloping. 

 
        Fr. exprime le bruit fait par un grand objet qui tombe par 

terre. Eng. expresses the sound of a large object falling to 
the ground. 
Cf.    ,    ,        ,     ,        ,     ,     ,    , 
w  r  k, w  k 
Syn.    -    

 
                Fr. exprime le bruit de qqch qui roule, comme une pierre, un 

fût, un cerceau. Eng. expresses the sound of something 
rolling, e.g., a stone, a barrel, a hoop. 
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Cf.             
 
       1. Fr.                            ,                    . 

Eng. expresses darkness, shadowiness of a place. 
 

                             
                                             
clouds completely darkened the sky 

 
 2. Fr.                                                       

taille. Eng. expresses the sudden setting in motion of a large 
object. 

 
f  r               
      h                        
the elephant got up suddenly 

 
     Fr.                                                          

                     h  . Eng. expresses the sound of s.th. 
heavy falling to the ground or the dull sound of a hard 
shock. 
Cf.    ,    ,        ,        ,        ,     ,     ,    , 
w  r  k, w  k 

 
h                              
                                       
the load fell to the ground with a thud 

 
           Fr.                   ,          ,             ,          

        ,                      . Eng. expresses hugeness, 
hardness, inertness, or, for a person, lack of reactivity. 

 
        Fr.             h         objet lourd par terre. Eng. 

expresses the falling of a heavy object. 
Cf.    ,    ,        ,     ,        ,        ,     ,     , 
   , w  r  k, w  k 

 
        Fr.                                        . Eng. 

expresses an explosive noise, as the report of a firearm. 
Syn.     ,        ,      
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          Fr. exprime la rougeur intense. Eng. expresses extreme 

redness. 
 

                       
                            
their eyes are extremely red 

 
        

        
Fr.                                                        
      . Eng. expresses the sound resulting from fiddling with 
lightweight objects. 

 
              Fr.                  h                                 . 

Eng. expresses the gait of s.o. with bow legs. 
 
         Fr. exprime la robustesse. Eng. expresses robustness, 

ruggedness. 
 
          Fr.                                           . Eng. 

expresses slicing up precisely. 
 
        Fr.                       ,                                 

                  . Eng. expresses a sudden noise, like a 
clap of thunder or the triggering of a trap. 
Syn.     ,        ,      

 
        

        
Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses 
everyone acting together. 

 
              Fr. exprime une suppression ou un retrait total et complet. 

Eng. expresses full and total elimination or removal. 
 
     Fr.                                           . Eng. 

expresses abrupt emergence from a cover. 
 
          Fr.                                                    . Eng. 

expresses the appearance of several things, one after 
another. 

 
       Fr.               h                . Eng. expresses 

heating to a high temperature. 
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                       h    ,     .                     
the water is piping hot, lit. the water has taken the fire 

 
kp  r    Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses being 

long and straight. 
 
     Fr.                       , une explosion. Eng. expresses 

the report of a weapon or an explosion. 
Syn.     ,        ,         

 
       Vd.       
 
 
 
 

L 
 
 
 
          Fr. vite, tout de suite, sur-le-champ. Eng. quickly, right 

away, on the spot. 
Cf.     ,    ,     , gb     ,      ,            ,          ,       

 
     Fr. exprime ce qui ne devrait pas se faire davantage. Eng. 

expresses what should not le allowed to go further, get 
worse. 
                          ~        ~            

 
                
le maïs est qq peu défraîchi 
the maize is a bit past maturity 

 
        Fr. exprime une course hâtive. Eng. expresses running 

quckly. 
 
       Fr. exprime la largeur. Eng. expresses wideness, ampleness. 
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this door is very wide 

 
        Fr.                        . Eng. expresses purposeless 

wandering about. 
 
    Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses 

loud noise at a distance. 
 
            Fr.                                                   . 

Eng. expresses progressive deterioration of the skin as by 
leprosy. 

 
l  m Fr. exprime une déviation légère du corps vers le bas 

(comme pour éviter un obstacle) ou vers le haut (comme 
pour voir au-delà). Eng. expresses a slight displacement of 
the body downwards (as to avoid an obstacle) or upwards 
(as to see further on). 

 
l  m Fr. exprime un goût (plus) agréable. Eng. expresses (greater) 

flavorsomeness. 
 
l       l       ~ 

l       l       
Fr. exprime une grande longueur ou une grande taille. Eng. 
expresses great length or height. 

 
        Fr.                                        . Eng. expresses 

plumpness, pudginess. 
 
    Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses 

acting all together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 
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    Fr.        ,            . Eng. in vain, unsuccessfully. 

Syn.         
Cf.      

 
                       t   k  r     n   t       n       
         h                                                         
                                     
the young man comes and sits next to the pot of porridge and tries to 
drink it all by himself but fails 

 
                                         : 

 
       (  ) t                  -                                 ! 
est-ce moi qui vous ai maudit pour que vous vous accoupliez sans 
                           ? 
is it I who cursed you so that you lie together in vain and bear no 
children of your own? 

 
     Fr.                                h                        

                                                . Eng. 
expresses driving s.th. into the ground or pushing a needle 
through a thick fabric. 

 
m  n    Fr.                                                , 

doucement. Eng. expresses activity which goes on quietly, 
softly. 

 
m  r m  r m  r Fr. exprime la sensation de picotement ou de fourmillement. 

Eng. expresses a feeling of stinging or tingling. 
 

g       gb     ,               m  r m  r m  r 
                       ,                     
when I am very cold, my body shivers 

 
            Fr.                                                  , le 

fait de manger sans faire de bruit. Eng. expresses noiseless 
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eating, as by toothless people. 
 
    1. Fr. exprime le silence. Eng. expresses silence. 
 

        n       
il marche silencieusement 
he walks noiselessly 

 
 2. Fr.                 ,                . Eng. expresses calm, 

quiet. 
Cf.             

 
       r            
notre pays est paisible 
our land is peaceful 

 
        Fr. exprime le bruit que font certains animaux en mangeant, 

                   . Eng. expresses the sound made by some 
animals, particularly ruminating animals, as they eat. 

 
        Fr. exprime un grand sourire. Eng. expresses a wide smile. 
 
 
 
 

Mb 
 
 
 
mb  f  t Fr.                                         . Eng. expresses 

drinking down in one gulp. 
 
       Fr.                               ,                    . Eng. 

expresses drooping, sagging. 
 

                
                         
his stomach sags 
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     1. Fr.                                          . Eng. 

expresses being a large compact mass. 
2. Fr. exprime le fait de saisir fortement et rapidement. Eng. 
expresses seizing and gripping strongly. 
Cf.   -    ,     -    ,     -      

 
    -    Fr.                                     . Eng. . 
 
    -    Fr.                                           (comme un bloc 

de fer). Eng. expresses being large and particularly heavy 
(as a block of iron). 

 
     Fr. exprime la façon de faire un emballage en un tour de 

main. Eng. expresses wrapping sth. up in a jiffy. 
 
mb  l   mb  l   Fr.                           ,           ,          

                 h                            . Eng. 
expresses being soft and weak as a piece of rubber or the 
body of a termite. 
Cf. mb  l  w  k, r  k       , w  gb  k 

 
mb  l  l   Fr.                                               . Eng. 

expresses being spread out lifeless on the ground. 
 
mb  l  w  k Fr.                               ,           ,            

                        h  . Eng. expresses tiredness, 
weakness, sometimes in regard to a wasted limb . 
Cf. mb  l   mb  l  , r  k       , w  gb  k 

 
       Fr.                                                       . 

Eng. expresses ease of realization. 
Cf.               

 
              Fr.                            h                    . Eng. 

expresses ease in pulling up weeds or plants. 
Cf.        
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N 
 
 
 
  ʔ  Fr.                     .Eng. expresses surprise. 
 
         Fr.         (                          ),           

couper (comme des tendons). Eng.     h (                  
skin), difficult to cut (like tendons). 

 
Etym. <        ‘                         ,        ,          

 
 
 
 

Nd 
 
 
 
     Fr.                        visible à tout le monde. Eng. 

expresses being visible to all. 
 
          Fr. habituellement, toujours. Eng. usually, all the time. 

Cf.    ,           
 
       Fr. exprime le fait de garder silence, de ne pas réagir. Eng. 

expresses remaining silent, failing to react. 
 
       Fr.                    . Eng. expresses briefness. 
 
     Fr.                                                     h      

une fois pour toutes. Eng. expresses going away or sending 
something far away once and for all. 

 
          Fr.                                                            
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                        . Eng. expresses the short hops of 
some kinds of birds along the ground or the quick bouncing 
of a ball. 

 
nd     k nd     k Fr.                               . Eng. expresses stickiness. 
 
nd          Fr.                                  , en particulier, de la 

bave qui coule de la bouche des petits enfants. Eng. 
expresses the outflowing of a liquid, particularly of drool 
from the mouths of little children. 

 
nd  r  r   Fr. exprime le fait de ne pas être loin. Eng. expresses being 

not far away. 
 
nd  s  s   1. Fr.                                              . Eng. 

           h             h                                   . 
2. Fr.                                                       
        â         . Eng. expresses the shapeliness of the 
breasts of a nubile young woman. 

 
         Fr.                       ,                              

sens. Eng. expresses a mass gathering, a rout. 
 
         Fr.                                               ,    

 h     ,                          . Eng. expresses bushiness 
or denseness of hair or things in disarray. 

 
       Fr.                                            ,          , 

            . Eng. expresses the fineness of flour, powder, 
dust. 

 
          Fr.                                          (choses), ou de 

                               (       ). Eng.  expresses 
disarray or squalor (things) or confusion and 
meaninglessness (words). 

 
         Fr.                          (            ,  h            

         â   ); exprime la vision trouble. Eng. expresses 
grayness (as cloudy sky or hair of an older person); 
expresses clouded sight. 
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Ŋ  
 
 
 
       Fr.                            h     . Eng. expresses 

tightness of adhesion. 
 
     ~      ~ 

     
Fr. longtemps, pendant longtemps, depuis longtemps. Eng. 
for a long time, since long ago. 

 
      ɲ            
                                    
I have had a headache for a long time 

 
            
               
for a very long time 

 
        ɲ                                   
                                 -bas très longtemps 
my sibling and I stayed there a very long time 

 
Etym. Cf.      ‘         

 
            Fr.                            . Eng. expresses flatness. 
 

                                      
                                           
     h                      h      

 
     Fr. exprime la largeur. Eng. expresses width, breadth. 
 

d   r                  
il a un large front 
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he has a broad forehead 
 

b              
                       
he has a ample bottom 

 
    k Fr. exprime la façon de placer un chapeau correctement sur 

la tête. Eng. expresses the proper placement of a headdress 
on the head. 

 
    k  k   Fr.                                                        

                         . Eng. expresses the solemn, 
commanding bearing of an important person. 

 
    l Fr. exprime le fait de se plaquer contre qqch de façon à ne 

pas être visible. Eng. exprime le fait de se plaquer contre 
qqch de façon à ne pas être visible. 

 
            Fr. exprime un bruit sourd comme le ronflement du tonnerre 

ou le train qui roule. Eng. expresses a dull sound as the 
rumbling of thunder or the passage of a train. 

 
Etym. Cf. S             

 
              Fr.                                    . Eng. expresses an 

action performed in unison. 
 
        Fr.                                             (         

miel). Eng. expresses being thick and full (honeycomb). 
 
        Fr.                                                   

               h                     nivelé. Eng. expresses 
the presence of many components of equal size as blades of 
grass in a well-tended lawn. 

 
     Fr.                                                       h 

                            . Eng. exprime une action 
brusque et forte ou le             h                        
terre. 

 
     1. Fr.                                       h . Eng. 
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expresses being securely tied. 
2. Fr.                                                    . 
Eng. expresses doing s.th. at a single go. 

 
     1. Fr. exprime une coupure brusque. Eng. expresses sudden 

severance. 
2. Fr. exprime la résistance de qqch de trapu. Eng. expresses 
the toughness of s.th. sturdy. 

 
          Fr.                               h            . Eng. 

expresses slicing s.th. up. 
 
          Fr.                                                 . Eng. 

expresses the sound of hammering iron on the anvil. 
 
                ~ 

           
Fr.                                                          
comme de la cire chauffée ou le miel. Eng. expresses 
viscosity as of warm wax or honey. 

 
    k  k   Fr.                                             ( .  .    

regard langoureux). Eng. expresses long slow expansion, as 
with a tender way of looking at s.o.. 

 
    t Fr. représente le coassement de la grenouille ou du crapaud. 

Eng. represents the croaking of a frog, a toad. 
 
    y Fr.                    ,             ,            . Eng. 

expresses profusion, abundance, swarming. 
 
     Fr.                                                        

se brise. Eng. expressed the snap of a whip or a breaking 
rope.  
 

 
              

     
Fr.                                 ,    ,        . Eng. 
expresses being shortened, worn down or rounded off. 

 
            Fr.                                             . Eng. 

expresses being ground to a powder. 
 
        Fr. exprime ce qui est arrondi, ni pointu ni tranchant. Eng. 
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expresses being dulled with no sharp tip or edge. 
 

Etym. Cf.             
 
 
 
 

Ŋ  
 
 
 
          Fr. exprime                . Eng. expresses dazzlement. 
 

                   
                  
the sun is dazzling 

 
              Fr. exprime le fait pour un singe de sauter de branche en 

branche. Eng.                                      h    
branch. 

 
     Fr.                                                    

donnent des coups de tête. Eng. expresses a dull sound as 
when two rams butt heads. 
Cf.     ,      

 
      Fr. exprime la sècheresse. Eng. expresses dryness. 

Syn.       
 
          Fr. . Eng. . 
 
     Fr.                        h                   . Eng. 

expresses being tightly closed or shut. 
 

             
   (  )        h              
they have shut (it) tight 
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Peut être redoublé. 
 
          Fr. exprime le fait de ne pas réagir, de rester calme et 

immobile, avec obstination. Eng. expresses failing to react, 
remaining obstinately calm and motionless. 
Syn.           

 
    k      Fr.                                            . Eng. 

expresses remaining in permanent contact. 
 

Cf.            ‘           
 
    k  r     Fr. exprime un sourire qui laisse voir les dents. Eng. 

expresses a toothy smile. 
 
    k  r   Fr.                              . Eng. expresses wholeness, 

completeness. 
 

       n              k  r           
pourquoi apportez-                        ? 
why have you brought the whole animal? 

 
       s      n             k  r   
       h                           
the pigs are completely filthy 

 
    l  k Fr.                                 (“           ...”). Eng. 

                   h        (“                  ...”). 
 
    n       n   Fr.                               ,                        , 

en particulier, le fait pour un enfant de marcher tôt. Eng. 
expresses coming quickly, sooner than expected , 
particularly    h                            . 

 
    n       n   Fr. exprime la petitesse, la finesse. Eng. expresses small 

size, slightness. 
Cf.        

 
              Fr.                           visible que partiellement. Eng. 

expressed being only partially visible. 
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          r ~      
     

Fr. exprime le bruit que les rongeurs font en mangeant ou 
    un chien fait en rongeant un os. Eng. expresses the 
sound of rodents gnawing or a dog gnawing on a bone. 

 
    r  m Fr.                           ,              h           

coup. Eng. expresses shattering s.th. with a single blow. 
 
    r        r  m Fr.                                   . Eng. expresses 

surrounding a hunted animal. 
 
     Fr. exprime le fait de tomber lourdement. Eng. expresses a 

heavy fall. 
Cf.    m,      ;    ,    ,        ,     ,        ,        , 
    ,    , w  r  k, w  k 

 
        Fr.                                                       

comme un ballon qui frappe la terre et rebondit. Eng. 
expresses the thump of a flexible or rubbery object such as a 
ball hitting the ground and bouncing. 

 
              Fr.                                   . Eng. expresses 

batting the eyelashes. 
 
            Fr. exprime la multiplicité, l'abondance. Eng. expresses 

multiplicity, abundance. 
 
        Fr.                                 (bouillie). Eng. 

expresses excessive thickness (porridge). 
 
        Fr. exprime une mort soudaine. Eng. expresses sudden 

death. 
 

                                      
le grillon est tombé raide mort en voulant frimer (proverbe) 
the cicada dropped dead from trying to show off (proverb) 

 
Cf.       ‘        sp.  

 
        Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses being 

dry and stiff. 
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            Fr.                       h    . Eng. expresses the sound of 
a shock or collision. 
Cf.     ,      

 
                     
     h                                         
the goats knock their heads together hard 

 
          Vd.           r 
 
            Fr. exprime la sècheresse. Eng. expresses dryness. 
 
              Fr. exprime le bruit fait en mangeant qqch de dur comme du 

manioc cru. Eng. expresses the sound of eating s.th. hard 
like raw cassava. 
Cf.     r     r ~    r    r 

 
       Fr. exprime la persistance, la pérennité. Eng. expresses 

permanence, longevity. 
 

Employé comme déterminant nominal : 
 

              k           ,                        y  l  l   
                  ,          h                      devenus si 
nombreux ! 
an endless line of descent - how lucky you are to be so numerous! 

 
     Fr. exprime un pincement aigu,                               

subitement. Eng. expresses a sharp pinch or twinge, a 
sudden sting or bite. 

 
    r  m Fr.             h                                     

personne, le fait de se briser ou se casser par une forte 
chute. Eng. expresses the fall of a large tree or person, 
breaking or shattering because of a hard fall. 

 
    rr 1. Fr.                                                        

la nourriture. Eng. expresses the sound of the teeth against 
grains of sand in food. 
2. Fr. exprime le bruit de la marche de nombreuses 
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         ,                 . Eng. expresses the sound of 
many people walking, of pushing and shoving. 

 
Peut être redoublé. 

 
                 

     
Fr.                               . Eng. expresses being 
lumpy. 

 
      h                 
                            
his whole face is lumpy, pitted 

 
     Vd.      . 
 
        Fr. exprime le fait de tomber en pile, souvent sans bruit 

comme du tissu. Eng. expresses falling in a heap, often 
noiselessly (as cloth). 

 
      Fr.                                      . Eng. expresses 

the sound of the fall of a tree. 
 
 
 
 

Ŋ  
 
 
 
          Fr.                                  , continuellement. Eng. 

expresses lasting forever, continually. 
Syn.    ,           
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O 
 
 
 
      Fr. exprime la sècheresse. Eng. expresses dryness. 

Syn.       
 
          Fr.                              : craquement (chaussures), 

mastication, etc. Eng. expresses a range of noises: creaking 
(shoes), chewing, etc. 

 
 
 
 

Ɔ 
 
 
 
  m  ɲ  r   Fr. exprime une maigreur excessive, une constitution 

squelettique. Eng. expresses abnormal thinness, a scrawny 
constitution. 
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P 
 
 
 
    Fr.         ,              , tout récemment. Eng. at once, 

immediately, just now. 
 

Peut être redoublé. 
 
      Fr.                          , brusque. Eng. expresses s.th. 

happening suddenly. 
Syn. p  r  m 

 
        Fr.                                    . Eng. expresses 

orderliness and cleanliness. 
 

f   g                
    h                              (bien disposé et désherbé) 
the cassava field is very clean (nicely laid out, free of weeds) 

 
                Fr. exprime la propreté. Eng. expresses cleanliness. 
 
          1. Fr.                                           ,            

couper avec un outil tranchant. Eng. expresses sharpening a 
knife, cutting with a sharp tool. 
Cf.     

 
    h                 
                             
he sharpened the knife blade well 

 
 2. Fr.                         . Eng. expresses tumbling 

down. 
 

              n m       
le         h                  -bas 
the guenon takes a tumble over there 

 
Peut être redoublé.         
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            1. Fr. exprime la taille du bois. Eng. expresses wood 
carving. 
2. Fr. exprime le bruit de petits coups de machette. Eng. 
expresses the sound short machete chops. 

 
    Fr.                                            h       

                            h   . Eng. expresses slicing or 
cutting sth. with a sharp tool. 
Cf.     

 
       Fr.                         , une dislocation. Eng. 

expresses scattering, dismemberment. 
 

   h              
                                          
the water rose and spread all over 

 
p      p      Fr.                       ,      ,                         

         h         . Eng. expresses being even or smooth, 
like a cement floor or a planed plank. 

 
           p      p      
la surface de la bouteille est lisse 
the outside of the bottle is smooth 

 
p  l p  l Fr. exprime la souplesse. Eng. expresses pliability. 
 

                 p  l p  l 
les ailes des termites sont souples 
the wings of termites are pliable 

 
p  l  m Fr. exprime la longueur (de la barbe). Eng. expresses length 

(of a beard). 
 
p  l  m p  l  m Fr. exprime le mouvement rapide de la langue de certains 

animaux ; exprime par extension le discours du menteur. 
Eng. expresses rapid movement of the tongue of certain 
       ;      h                            discourse. 

 
g              f     p  l  m p  l  m 
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le serpent fait trembloter sa langue 
the snake   tongue flickers 

 
      t           l  m p  l       
arrête de bavarder comme un menteur 
stop chattering like a liar 

 
p  m p  m Fr.                                 . Eng. expresses fanning 

fire. 
 
p  r  m p  r  m Fr.                           h     ,                    

             â    . Eng. expresses acting randomly to no 
                                        . 

 
p  t p  t Fr.                                                     

     h       h. Eng. expresses quick, dexterous movements 
of the hand when peeling s.th. 

 
            Fr.                                                          

                                            . Eng. expresses 
sound of melted fat crackling as it falls into the fire. 

 
n                              
la                                                                     
the grease from the meat crackles as it drips into the fire 

 
      Fr.                                                       . 

Eng. expresses sudden loss of light. 
Cf. h     

 
k             m            
                                             
            h               

 
          Fr.                                                         

de danger. Eng. expresses the sudden flight of a bird from 
its nest when in danger. 

 
        1. Fr.                                      . Eng. expresses 

things going by one after another. 
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2. Fr.              -  -                           h           
                          . Eng. expresses warriors waving 
spears and arrows in the air. 

 
            Fr.                           . Eng. expresses lying 

repeatedly. 
 

           n                      m                    ? 
qui ne te connaît pas, toi qui débites en permanence tes mensonges ? 
 h          know you with your constant stream of lies? 

 
p    m Fr. exprime le bruit du feuillage quand les singes bondissent 

de branche en branche. Eng. expresses the noise of leaves as 
monkeys jump from branch to branch. 

 
p  p Fr.                                  feu. Eng. expresses 

sudden lighting of a fire. 
 
p  r  m 1. Fr.                          , brusque. Eng. express s.th. 

happening suddenly. 
Syn.       
2. Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses 
landing from a jump 

 
p  r  p Fr. exprime un jaillissement par un point de crevaison. Eng. 

expresses outflow from a puncture hole. 
 

            r  p 
son œ   se crève  
his eye bursts 

  
p  r  p p  r  p Fr.                              -coupe quand on 

                             . Eng. expresses the rhythm of a 
machete cutting regularly and easily through vegetation. 

 
prr Fr.                                                        

       ,               . Eng. expresses fluttering of the 
wings of birds or insects like locusts. 

 
         Fr.                                                     
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 h                                            . Eng. 
expresses the flapping wings of a rooster before it crows, or 
after it has been slaughtered. 

 
       Fr.                                               h   

(habits, feuilles, billets, couvertures, etc.). Eng. expresses 
existence of a multiplicity of layers (garments, papers, 
banknotes, blankets, etc.). 

 
         Fr.                                                      . 

Eng. expresses s.th. light but bulky. 
 
       Fr.                                           (     ). Eng. 

expresses the sound of s.th. falling into water (plop). 
Cf.      ,      ,        

 
      Fr.                            ,                         . Eng. 

expresses emptiness, being empty-handed. 
 
      Fr.                                    . Eng. expresses the 

startled flight of a bird. 
 
            Fr. exprime le fait de transpercer le                       

     autre instrument pointu plusieurs fois. Eng. expresses 
stabbing game several times with a spear or other sharp 
instrument. 

 
      Fr. exprime le fait de se jeter dans un endroit touffu. Eng. 

expresses leaping into dense undergrowth. 
 
      1. Fr.                                                      

                              h    . Eng. expresses a hole 
falling in or s.o. falling into a hidden hole. 
2. Fr. exprime le fait de percer ou de crever qqch. Eng. 
expresses piercing or stabbing s.th. 

 
         Fr. exprime le fait de voir flou. Eng. expresses seeing 

fuzzily. 
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R 
 
 
 
          Fr. exprime le bruit de gouttes de pluie. Eng. expresses the 

sound of falling raindrops. 
 
            Fr.                                                  , un 

tam-tam etc. avec des baguettes pour rythmer une danse. 
Eng. expresses the sound of beating a tree trunk, a drum, 
etc. with sticks to accompany a dance. 
Cf.             

 
        Fr.                                    ,           . Eng. 

expresses s.th. sparsely distributed or widely spaced. 
 
            ~ 

r  k ~ r  k r  k 
Fr.                                ,         ,      
chamboulement. Eng. expresses s.th. being in order, just as 
it should be, untouched. 

 
                        k 
                                        
the pot is properly placed on the hearth 

 
    Fr.                                                       

         . Eng. expresses standing firmly on one leg without 
losing balance. 

 
        Fr.                              h ,               , comme 

une peau bien tendue. Eng. expresses being tied tightly and 
firmly as a stretched hide. 

 
            Fr.                                h                     

dont on joue en le frappant. Eng. expresses the ringing of a 
bell or the sound of a percussion instrument. 
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Cf.   k r k r k 
 
       Fr.                                     ,                    

sans feuilles ni branches. Eng. expresses being hard and 
gnarled as a dead tree with neither leaves nor branches. 

 
r             Fr.                           h           ,           

h            . Eng. expresses the length of s.th. hanging, as 
a huge hernia. 

 
    Fr. exprime la fin, la conclusion. Eng. expresses ending, 

finality. 
 
r  k  t Fr.                                        . Eng. expresses 

one thing fitting perfectly into another. 
Cf. gb  r  k 

 
Peut être redoublé. 

 
r  y   r  y          

re᷅   
Fr. exprime le fait de lorgner longuement et en silence dans 
la fatigue ou dans la faim. Eng. expresses eyeing (s.th.) 
lengthily and silently out of fatigue or hunger. 

 
       ~        Fr.                                            . Eng. 

expresses being well ordered in rows. 
 
       1. Fr.                                                   

                    . Eng. expresses the sound of a big tree 
striking the ground when chopped down. 
2. Fr.          :                                           
un grand tam-tam. Eng. reduplicated: expresses the beating 
of a big drum. 

 
    1. Fr.                                       . Eng. expresses 

coming to a sudden stop. 
2. Fr. exprime le fait de se tenir en place en groupe. Eng. 
                                             . 

 
      ~       

      
1. Fr. exprime le fait pour une foule de se déplacer tous 
ensemble. Eng. expresses the simultaneous movement of a 
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crowd of people. 
2. Fr. exprime le fait de déplacer les choses toutes ensemble. 
Eng. expresses moving things all at once. 

 
           t   n                  
emmenons le tout en une seule fois 
let us take all of it away on just one trip 

 
             Fr.                 h                     (                  

avancent vite). Eng. expresses the quick approach of a storm 
(black storm clouds moving quickly). 

 
        Fr.                          h  . Eng. expresses hardness to 

the touch. 
 
        Fr.            h              (    h            ,           

de manioc, grand arbre). Eng. expresses the hugeness of 
s.th. (as tree stump, large cassava root or tall tree). 

 
       ~        Fr. exprime                                        

                                  . Eng. expresses bad fit as 
a poorly (too loosely) attached belt. 

 
r  k          ~ 

r   k               
Fr.                                      . Eng. expresses 
limpness, softness. 
Cf.  mb  l   mb  l  , mb  l  w  k, w  gb  k 

 
r  p ~ r  m Fr.                                                  

       . Eng. expresses hugging and kissing each other 
effusively. 

 
S                       ba ‘        . 

 
r  t   r  t   Fr. exprime un procès désordonné et irrégulier (par exemple, 

des fruits pourris qui tombent partout). Eng. expresses a 
disorderly irregular process (as rotten fruit falling here and 
there). 
Syn. d      l  ,    k    k,   l  f     l  f  , f ɲ   ɲ, r  y r  y,        

 
r  y r  y Fr. exprime un procès qui est universellement destructif, 
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sans discrimination. Eng. expresses an indiscriminate and 
universally destructive process. 
Cf. d      l  ,    k    k,   l  f     l  f  ,   ɲ   ɲ, r  t   r  t  ,        

 
rr  p Fr. exprime des applaudissements. Eng. expresses applause. 
 

Répété indéfiniment avec r roulé. 
 
              ~ 

       ~        
Fr.                                                   . Eng. 
expresses a large number of objects spread out on the 
ground. 

 
                             
                                                    
the lightening struck down a lot of people 

 
     Fr.                                                   

personne qui tombe lourdement. Eng. expresses the collapse 
of a large animal or a person taking a heavy fall. 
Cf.    ,    ,        ,     ,        ,        ,     ,    , 
w  r  k, w  k 

 
      Vd.       
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S 
 
 
 
    Fr.                                                      

fendu. Eng. expresses drop by drop leakage from a cracked 
container. 

 
          Fr.                         . Eng. expresses growing very 

thin. 
 
       Fr.                                     ,               

           . Eng. expresses a firm stance, ready for anything. 
 
       Fr.                                                        

tous les sens. Eng. expresses having pointed parts in all 
directions. 

 
            Fr. exprime le bruit fait par qqn en mangeant goulûment, 

sans retenue. Eng. expresses the noise made by s.o. eating 
gluttonously and avidly. 

 
         Vd.          
 
         Fr.                                               . Eng. 

expresses suddenly coming up out of the water. 
Cf.       

 
               n   n                    h           ... 
           ,                                                            en 
ressurgit brusquement... 
that one grabs his companion and shoves him under the water and 
when he suddenly comes back up again... 

 
    Fr. exprime le fait pour un animal (comme une grenouille) 

                 ,                   . Eng. expresses how a 
dead animal (as a frog) lies stretched out on its back. 
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      Fr.                                             . Eng. 
expresses jumping away quickly. 

 
  ɲ               
la grenouille bondit loin 
the frog jumped quickly far away 

 
            ~ 

            
Fr. exprime le bruit de la démarche de qqn qui patauge dans 
     ,                                      . Eng. expresses 
the sound of s.o. sloshing through water, the splash of fruit 
falling into the water. 

 
         Fr.                                                       . 

Eng. expresses having criss-crossed parts. 
 

            
croix (religion chrétienne) 
cross (Christian religion) 

 
     l               
une table a des pieds reliés par des éléments transversaux 
a table has legs joined by crosspieces 

 
          Fr. exprime la force. Eng. expresses strength. 
  
    Fr. exprime la rapidité. Eng. expresses quickness. 
  

              ,            ,                         ! 
                                                                       
mort 
he goes       h                h        h                        h  
has died 

 
            Fr.                                  ,            . Eng. 

expresses being pitiless, unregretful. 
  
       Fr. exprime le silence absolu. Eng. expresses absolute 

silence. 
 

                            
Rat reste bouche cousue 
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Pouched Rat keeps his mouth shut 
 
 s   s   Fr.                            . Eng. expresses laughing 

hard. 
 
s      s      Fr.                        réduit en petits morceaux, en 

loques. Eng. expresses being cut up into small pieces or 
strips. 
Cf. k  s   k  s   

 
                       s      
                                        
they cut the meat into small pieces 

 
Etym. < Ffd      ‘     ? 

 
s  p Fr.                                  . Eng. expresses a tiny 

amount. 
Cf.       k 

 
                  . 

 
        Fr.                               . Eng. expresses an 

appetizing odor. 
 

p                             
    â                      
sesame seed paste smells really good 

 
         Fr. exprime la force. Eng. expresses strength. 

Cf.           
 

Souvent en comparaison avec un matériau particulier : 
 

                           
il est fort comme du cuir 
he is as strong as leather 

 
        Fr. exprime le bruit de la pluie qui tombe goutte à goutte. 

Eng. expresses (rain)water dripping. 
Cf.             
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        Fr.                                                  h   , 
se serrent. Eng. expresses a multiplicity of objects in close 
contact. 

 
        Fr. exprime le bruit de pattes ou de sabots qui courent sur 

un sol dur ou sur des cailloux. Eng. expresses the sound of 
paws or hooves running over hard or stony ground. 

 
       Vd .        
 
    Fr.                         h                    h      

coup. Eng. expresses chopping off a piece of s.th.. 
 
s     Fr. pendant un laps de temps très court. Eng. for only a 

short time. 
 

               , n                  
à peine se sont-ils assis que Rat de Gambie arriva 
no sooner had they sat down than Pouched Rat arrived 

 
s       Fr.                                ,        . Eng. expresses 

being flabbergasted. 
 
s  k  y  k   Fr.                         h                           

(comme la peau d'un galeux). Eng. expresses roughness of a 
surface (as skin of s.o. with mange). 

 
s  n Fr.            . Eng. completely. 

Cf.   ɲ 
 

                           n 
                                             
the child is now all better 

 
             n 
le repas est prêt 
the meal is all ready ~ the food is cooked 

 
Etym. <      ‘      <      ‘           

 
s  r  m 1. Fr.                   . Eng. expresses hugeness. 
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Peut être redoublé : 
 

            s  r  m s  r  m 
ces tiges du                       
those sorghum stalks are huge 

 
 2. Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses 

being half cooked. 
 
    1. Fr.                                                       

               . Eng. expresses the sound of gushing water 
or heavy rain falling. 
Cf.        

 
Peut être redoublé : 

 
 Fr. exprime une moquerie généralisée. Eng. epresses 

universal ridicule. 
 
            Fr. exprime le fait de sauter ou de marcher comme la 

grenouille ou le crapaud ou (              )              
                              . Eng. expresses jumping 
about like a frog or a toad or (in a pejorative sense) agitated 
and poorly coordinated dancing. 

 
        ~ 

        
Fr. exprime un grelottement, un frissonnement ou    
                                                . Eng. 
expresses shivering, shaking, or a similar movement of the 
shoulders while dancing. 

 
            
grelotter 
shiver 

 
      Fr.                                        , soit de la 

          . Eng. expresses emerging from either water or 
vegetation. 
Cf.          

 
D  m              
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                 h     
Hare comes out of the grass 

 
       ~        Fr.                                                      

(par                              . Eng. expresses the 
sound of a large amount of water running off (e.g. a roof). 
Cf.     

 
    Fr. exprime le fait de se propulser en avant. Eng. expresses 

hurtling forward. 
 
    Fr. exprime la justesse de la mesure. Eng. expresses 

preciseness of a measured quantity. 
 
    Fr.                                                 . Eng. 

expresses action occurring at very first light. 
Cf. gb      l    

 
Peut être redoublé. La réduplication rajoute une nuance intensive. 

 
n                     
je repartirai de grand matin 
I will return home very early in the morning 

 
 
 
 

T 
 
 
 
    (mp) 1. Fr.        ,      . Eng. first, before. 
 

m             
passe avant 
go first 

 
  2. Fr. dans les énoncés négatifs (+   ) : jamais (        
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maintenant),  pas encore. Eng. in negative sentences: never 
(until now), not yet, still not. 

 
                   ɲ               m   
                                 h                              
I have never heard such a story since I was born 

 
                                            
une jeune fille qui est toujours petite et qui ne connaît pas encore son 
corps 
a girl who is still small and not yet aware of her body 

 
         ~ 

         
Fr.            (                                       
laver). Eng. covered with sand (for example, a garment 
needing washing). 

 
       Fr.           , blanc brillant. Eng. very white,, shining white. 

Cf.        
 

Etym. Peut-être < fulfulde tal. 
 
  ɲ Fr. complètement. Eng. completely. 

Cf. s  n 
 

             ɲ 
                                
the stream has dried up completely 

 
t      t      Fr. exprime la minceur, donc parf                , la faiblesse. 

Eng. expresses thinness, hence sometimes frailty, weakness. 
 
     Fr.              . Eng. definitively. 

Syn.         
 

Peut être redoublé. 
Etym. <    ‘        ? 

 
        Fr.                     . Eng. expresses impatience. 
 

              
impatience 
impatience 
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t     t     Fr. exprime une grande fatigue. Eng. expresses exhaustion. 
 
                  Fr. exprime ce qui arrive en grand nombre. Eng. expresses 

appearance in large numbers. 
 
        Fr. exprime                     ,               un 

tremblement fiévreux. Eng. expresses forceful activity, as of 
feverish shaking. 
Cf.           

 
       Fr. exprime le fait de sauter avec agilité. Eng. expresses 

agile hopping about. 
 
       Fr.               h       (            ). Eng. expresses 

dryness (of a place). 
 
       Vd.          
 
        Fr.              . Eng. definitively. 

Syn.           
 

m             m   z  k t   m                  
si tu es aveugle, tu ne vois plus rien 
if you are blind, you can never see again 

 
 
 
 

U 
 
 
 
          Fr.                                             (        ,     

 h                           , le kapok, etc.). Eng. 
expresses the silkiness or smoothness of strands (wool, the 
hair of some Europeans, silk cotton, etc.. 
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        Fr. exprime le bruit d                                      
lourd. Eng. expresses the sound of a hard blow from a heavy 
object. 

 
      ~       ~ 

      
Fr.                                                          
sur la peau. Eng. expresses being scarred by thorns. 

 
 
 
 

V 
 
 
 
            Fr.                   h        ,                    . 

Eng. expresses walking at a fast pace with long strides. 
 

Cf. S.         
 
    Fr.                                              ,           

coup. Eng. expresses an action accomplished at a single try, 
in one fell swoop. 

 
Cf. S. v  

 
       Fr.                                                . Eng. 

expresses disorderliness with nothing in its right place. 
Cf. d      l  ,    k    k,   l  f     l  f  ,   ɲ   ɲ, r  t   r  t  , r  y r  y 

 
                  
                                 
the animals run off in every direction 

 
Peut être redoublé. 
Cf. S.          

 
    Fr.                                       . Eng. expresses 

outrunning a pursuer. 
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Peut être redoublé. 

 
v  p v  p Fr.                          . Eng. expresses spattering, 

showering. 
 
    ~           Fr. exprime un movement rapide de coupe avec un couteau. 

Eng. expresses quick slashing with a knife. 
 
     Fr.                                                    

            ,              . Eng. expresses the roar of an 
engine of a passing car or an airplane. 

 
            ~ 

        
Fr.            h                                       
        . Eng. expresses the difficult breathing or panting 
of a sick person. 

 
    Fr. exprime le bruit fait en pliant qqch de dur avec un outil. 

Eng. expresses the sound of bending s.th. resistant with a 
tool. 

 
v  k  p Fr.                                           , sans forme 

ni charpente. Eng. expresses being crushed flat, shapeless 
and without a structure. 

 
Peut être redoublé. 

 
                     k  p 
                                                         
the truck overturned and is completely crushed 

 
    Fr. partout, par-ci par-là. Eng. all over the place, this way 

and that. 
 
              Fr.                                                           

                  h                              . Eng. 
expresses the sound of a large animal running or a fully-
clothed person sloshing through water. 

 
      Fr. exprime la façon de bondir de certains animaux qui 

gambadent lourdement et sans apprêt sur de courtes 
distances. Eng. expresses the way some animals hop 
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awkwardly about without going anywhere. 
 

Peut être redoublé. 
 
    Fr.                        h                            

(comme un sac de maïs). Eng. expresses the sound of s.th. 
heavy (like a bag of maize) falling to the ground. 
Cf.    ,    ,        ,     ,        ,        ,     ,     , 
w  r  k, w  k 

 
    Fr.                                                         

une case, un trou ou un groupe de personne. Eng. expresses 
a rapid exit from an enclosed space such as a house, a hole 
or a group of people. 

 
    Fr.                           ,                         . 

Eng. expresses hopping about with agility. 
 

Peut être redoublé. 
 
 
 
 

W    
 
 
 
            Fr. . exprime un mouvement de va-et-vient du corps 

pendant la danse ou du grain quand on le vanne Eng. 
expresses back-and-forth movement of the body during a 
dance or of grain in winnowing. 

 
Cf. S.           ‘                                                  
corps  

 
       Fr. exprime                                           s à la 

verticale (souvent dans des végétations touffues). Eng. 
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expresses thorns or other sharp appendages sticking straight 
up (often in thick growth). 

 
                      
                                            
   h      h           straight up 

 
            Fr.                                . Eng. expresses 

bubbling as of boiling water. 
Cf.   ɲ   ɲ 

 
          Fr.           ,              , subitement. Eng. rapidly, 

prematurely, suddenly. 
Cf.     ,    ,     , gb     ,      ,            ,     

 
                  
il est parti bien plus vite que prévu 
he left far sooner than expected 

 
            Fr. exprime un bruit de pas rythmé (comme des soldats). 

Eng. expresses the sound of marching (as soldiers). 
 
      Fr. immédiatement. Eng. immediately. 

Cf.     ,    ,     , gb     ,      ,            ,    ,           
 

Peut être redoublé. 
 
   ɲ    ɲ Fr. . exprime un bouillonnement intensif Eng. expresses 

briskness of boiling. 
Cf.             

 
      ɲ   ɲ   ɲ 
         t intensivement 
the water boils briskly 

 
         Fr.                                                   . Eng. 

expresses sloppy dress or tousled hair. 
 
w  k  r   w  k  r   Fr.                   h        comme celle de la tortue. 

Eng.                             h          . 
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w  r  k Fr. exprime un événement brusque comme celui de qqch. 
qui tombe. Eng. expresses sudden occurrence as s.th. falling. 
Cf.    ,    ,        ,     ,        ,        ,     ,     , 
   , w  k 

 
              Fr.                                  h                    

             . Eng. expresses clinking as of arrows in a half-
empty quiver. 

 
         Fr.                    ,                        ,           . 

Eng. expresses tastelessness, dullness of color, 
lukewarmness. 

 
gb                       
la patate rouge est insipide 
red sweet potato is insipid 

 
d       k   m               
                    ût, pâle de couleur 
your beer is tasteless, too light-colored 

 
    Fr.                                     . Eng. expresses a 

strongly resonant sound. 
 

      r                   
le guib brame et cela résonne fortement 
the bushbuck bellows and the sound resounds strongly 

 
    1. Fr. exprime la clarté, la visibilité Eng.. 
 

              
                           
the place is well lit 

 
 2. Fr. exprime la franchise,           (de raisonnement, 

            ). Eng. expresses clarity (of thought, of 
expression), frankness. 

 
         t               
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he does not like to speak straightforwardly 
 
          Fr. exprime les cris des oiseaux-gendarmes. Eng. expresses 

the calls of weaver birds. 
 
w  gb  k Fr.                           ,           ,       . Eng. 

expresses being soft, weak, or rotten. 
Cf. mb  l   mb  l  , mb  l  w  k, r  k        

 
w  k Fr.                         h          h         ,     

                                     . Eng. expresses the 
sound of s.th. heavy falling, e.g. a load of firewood being 
tossed on the ground. 
Cf.    ,    ,        ,     ,        ,        ,     ,     , 
   , w  r  k 

 
w  k w  k Fr. . Eng. . 
 
w  k     r   ~ 

w  k     r   
Fr.                                                      
victime innocente mais impuissante, a                  
                                       . Eng. expresses an 
inevitable outcome such as the death of an innocent but 
defenseless victim, with  a degree of pity marked by the 
tone. 

 
w  k  k   Fr.                   h                           un 

convalescent ou de celui qui porte une lourde charge ou qui 
                                          . Eng. expresses 
trudging as s.o.recovering from an injury, carrying a heavy 
load or with his hands full. 

 
Peut être redoublé. 

 
w  k  l   w  k  l   Fr.                                       comme celle de qqn 

                     ,              h                          
est                   dans      . Eng. expresses difficulty 
of articulation as of s.o. toothless, with his mouth full of 
saliva or partially submerged by water. 

 
m   t           k  l   w  k  l                         
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you talk as if you were toothless 

 
w  k  r   Fr. exprime le fait pour un endroit ou une personne de ne 

plus être visité ou fréquenté. Eng. expresses being avoided 
or left alone (place or person). 

 
w  k  r   w  k  r   Fr.                                      h           

feuilles mortes. Eng.                                  
marche dans des feuilles mortes. 

 
w  p Fr. exprime le bruit fait en frappant qqch de solide mais pas 

   ,                                                           
animal. Eng. expresses the sound of striking s.th. solid but 
not hard, as when a bullet hits an animal. 

 
w  r w  r w  r Fr. exprime un cliquetis comme de la vaisselle remuée par 

                                                       
               h           . Eng. expresses a rattling sound 
as of mice among crockery at night or a snapping as when a 
vine is pulled up. 

 
w  s   w  s   Fr.                                                    

beaucoup produit. Eng. expresses the abundance of fruit on 
a productive tree. 

 
                      w  s   w  s   
                                                       
the mangoes have produced a lot of fruit this year 

 
       Fr. exprime la petitesse. Eng. expresses small size. 
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Y Ɲ 
 
 
 
ɲ   Fr.                                ,                 sans 

encombre. Eng. expresses acting immediately, without 
warning and unhindered. 

 
Peut être redoublé. 

 
ɲ   ɲ   Fr. exprime le fait de marcher sur la pointe des pieds. Eng. 

expresses tiptoeing. 
 
y  k   y  k   Fr. exprime le tremblement. Eng. expresses shivering, 

shaking. 
 
y  k  r   ~        Fr.                   h                                    

                                                      . 
Eng. expresses the stuporous state of s.o. who is exhausted, 
drunk or mentally deranged. 

 
y  k  r  k   Fr.                               . Eng. expresses overall 

weakness. 
 

Etym. Cf.           
 
y  k  t   Fr. exprime le suintement, comme les yeux pleins de larmes 

ou une plaie qui saignote. Eng. expresses oozing, as eyes 
full of tears or a wound oozing blood. 

 
y  l   y  l   Fr.                                   . Eng. expresses being 

in good condition. 
 

m           n   y  l   y  l   n   m         
                                                
         h             h               not dead 

 
y  l  l   Fr.                         ,            . Eng. expresses 
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proliferation, abundance. 
 

Vd.        
 
y  l  l   ~        Fr.                                                        

 h                           . Eng. expresses picking things 
out ever more clearly as daylight comes. 

 
y  l  l   ~ h  l  l   Fr.                             , transparent, vaporeux (se dit 

     habit). Eng. expresses being light, transparent, see-
through (as clothing). 

 
Employé comme déterminant nominal : 

 
y  l  l        
                     (          :                                       
       ) 
 transparent garment (pejorative : signaling poor quality or heavy 
wear) 

 
ɲ  m 1. Fr.                          ,                          . 

Eng. expresses shrinkage, slimming. 
 

           ɲ  m 
                        
 the water level has gone down considerably 

 
Peut être redoublé : 

 
       b  n        ɲ  m ɲ  m 
ils se serrent en file indien 
they fall in one behind the other 

 
 2. Fr. exprime le fait de tiédir (eau). Eng. expresses cooling 

off (water). 
 
ɲ        1. Fr. exprime le tournoiement comme des particules dans 

                                                            
danse. Eng. expresses spinning about or churning as of 
matter in a maelstrom or people dancing around in a circle. 
2. Fr.                                                   
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             . Eng. expresses progressive widening of a 
space or a waterway. 

 
y      l   ~ 

ɲ      l   
Fr. exprime la bifurcation, la partition en deux. Eng. 
expressing forking, splitting in two. 

 
   -                l   
la route bifurqua 
the road forked 

 
ɲ        Fr. exprime une dureté au toucher. Eng. expresses hardness 

to the touch. 
 
y  r  m Fr. exprime le fait de sursauter. Eng. expresses being 

startled. 
 
y  r  r   Fr.                                                         

            ,                  ,                          
                      . Eng. expresses inexplicable, 
unhindered appearance and disappearance, as of a thief who 
cannot be seen or caught. 

 
y  t  t   Fr. exprime le tremblement. Eng. expresses shivering, 

trembling. 
 
y  w  l  k Fr. exprime le fait de glisser et de tomber. Eng. expresses 

slipping and falling. 
 
    Fr. exprime un ramassage, une            ;                 

                       h         â            “            
 h                 ”,                           ramassage 
par les Souma. Eng. expresses bunching together, being 
compressed; used for the ripple of fear over the head 
        h  h    “               ”,  h  h  h  S             
form of bunching together. 

 
                                   
                                      h                             
I saw an omen and felt my hair stand up on my head 
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ɲ      Fr.                        ,                              . 
Eng. expresses instability, a tendency to fall over. 

 
y  f  nd    Fr.                             . Eng. expresses being 

oversize. 
 

         y  f  nd    
il a de très grosses lèvres 
he has very thick lips 

 
y  l Fr.                                'un procès. Eng. expresses 

the ɩrreversabillity, the definitiveness of a process. 
Syn. ɲ  m 

 
ɲ  m Fr.                                'un procès. Eng. expresses 

the ɩrreversabillity, the definitiveness of a process. 
Syn. y  l 

 
 y  y Fr.                     . Eng. expresses motionlessness. 
 

            y 
il demeure immobile 
he remains motionless 

 
 
 
 

Z 
 
 
 
        Fr. en vain, sans résultat. Eng. in vain, unsuccessfully. 

Syn.     
Cf.      

 
        Fr. exprime la rugosité. Eng. expresses roughness to the 

touch.. 
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            Fr. exprime la longueur (par exemple,          ), la 
                       (          ). Eng. expresses length 
(as of a leap), length and slimness (of an object). 

 
       Fr.                        h     ,                       . 

Eng. expresses being stunned, not fully conscious. 
 
z  k  k   ~ 

z  k  k  k   
Fr. exprime un goût amer. Eng. expresses bitterness to the 
taste. 

 
z  p z  p Fr.                               . Eng. expresses being of 

the same size. 
 
     Fr.                              . Eng. expresses 

forcefulness. 
Cf.         

 
Peut être redoublé : 

 
                  
il tremble fortement 
he is shaking violently 

 
              Fr. exprime un retardement persistant, une procrastination. 

Eng. expresses constant delay, putting off incessantly. 
 
              Fr. exprime la lourdeur de qqch. qui est suspendu (comme 

des fruits qui font     h            h                      
sol). Eng. expresses heaviness of s.th. hanging (like fruit 
which weigh tree branches down). 

 
    Fr. exprime le fait de lier un faisceau. Eng. expresses tying 

up a sheaf. 
 
z     k z     k Fr.                               . Eng. expresses 

emaciation. 
Cf. z     l   z     l   

 
z     l   z     l   1. Fr.                               . Eng. expresses 

emaciation. 
Cf. z     k z     k 
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2. Fr.                        h     ,        . Eng. expresses 
dampnezs. 
Cf. S. z  l     t  , même sens 

 
z  gb  k z  gb  k Fr.                                                      

réalisation léthargique,                                  
sur place ou court sans avancer. Eng. expresses an activity 
which is inconclusive because of lethargic execution as 
dancing ineptly in the same spot or running without getting 
anywhere. 

 
z  l   z  l   Fr.                   h                         

convalescent. Eng. expresses walking with difficulty (as s.o. 
recovering from illness). 
Syn. z  r  m 

 
z  l   z  l   Fr.                                              (         

              -  ). Eng. expresses being small and frail 
(like a newborn animal). 

 
z      Fr.                             ,      entraves, sans 

                                    ,              ,      
préjugés. Eng. expresses being free, unfettered, without 
preconceptions. 

 
z         Fr.                              ,         . Eng. expresses 

bright redness. 
Cf.  z       ‘       

 
z  r z  r Fr.                              ,                          . 

Eng. expresses being juicy, either with moisture or with fat. 
 
z  r  m Fr.                   h   h         ,                  

convalescent. Eng. expresses wobbly gait, like that of a 
person recovering from illness. 

 
    Fr. exprime le fait de sauter sur des obstacles. Eng. 

expresses leaping over obstacles. 
 
 


