GLOSSARY OF BATA TERMS CITED

Notation: The cardinal vowels i, e, u, and o, both long (doubled) and short, are employed rather
than structural representations involving prosodies and/or archiphonemes. Plural prosodies are
represented (long root ee and oo are then tense), but root prosodies appear only before and after the
low central vowel a, with the exception of the labial prosody which also appears before e and after
the central vowel 9 and a. Exponential representation of prosodies is avoided. The postalveolars are
represented as sh, j, nj before structural palatal prosody. ™ prosody preceding a is represented as
WE.

When plurals of nouns are not cited, they are either regularly formed or not employed.

Puiruiimto 'extremity of jawbone', pl.
?23ramye

faawe 'locust’, pl. 2awye

?0-hdbyée 'thirst'

70l 'be full (not hungry)'

?0me 'guest’

?0r 'beg'

?uu 'roast'

?ule 'kind'

?uule 'bone, pl. 00lye

?dmboto 'flour'

?waane 'brains'

?wegnato 'Bambara groundnut(s)'

b3 'lie down', ba 'put down'
bar(u)ma 'hippopotamus'
bargiyé 'kind of antelope’'
basa 'shoulder'

beéto 'back’

bele 'thing said, matter'
boneto 'misery’

boonggé 'granary’, pl. boonggyée
bulke 'hut'

bulkito 'gun’

burame 'monkey'

butuule 'squirrel’

bwaaka 'cheek’

bwaange 'outside’

bwee 'speak’

bweéle 'speech’, pl. bweé-lamagye
byaara 'groundnut'

Haul kill'

Hburrumto 'yam'
bakare 'bird'

Hawuto 'shirt'

Hbayé 'useless', fem. bayto
beroto 'bladder’

Hina 'hit'

Hoke 'wound'

Hong 'be far away', bwanga 'be a bit far away'
Hoonji 'praise’

Hukbuké 'soft’

bupto 'breast', pl. bopye
buré 'porridge’

bwa be tired'

bwaata ""Bata" person'
bwee 'tie'

byaakune 'repugnance'
duukswkto 'heaviness'
da3d 'remove'

d3m 'put on, in'
daduungto 'centipede’
daasuuato 'seed'

dekto 'green'

diito 'eye', pl. dye

dok 'excrete'

dungto 'black’



duwe 'horse', pl. dowye
dwato 'pot', pl. duye

dwk 'put (in)'

duim 'get'

dabto 'mush’

daw 'hoe, chop'
dawe 'axe'

deeke 'cock’, fem. dekto
d'eng 'remember’

dif 'point at'

dige 'knee', pl. degye
dim 'sink’

diire 'feather'

diye 'fire'

dongto 'poverty'

furd 'blow'

fual 'crack’, fal 'smash’

fuire 'crowd'

fuirté 'ash’

fafééma 'kind of ant', fem. foféémato
famto 'tiger-nut', pl. faamye
fara 'stone’, pl. farye

felto 'shell’

fem 'smell (tr)'

feemé 'good, pl. feemyée
fii 'sweep'

fil 'whistle'

guibato 'honorary salute'
gum 'deceive'

guruto 'long'

g3 'become’

gdtto 'maze fishtrap', pl. gatye
ga 'sing'

galike 'crow', pl. galikye
galing 'carry on shoulder'
gaawe 'shouting'

gee 'there'

gédoto 'whirlwind'

gelto 'finger'

généto 'woman's female friend', pl. généyée

geengge 'side’, pl. geengye
geeri 'walk on knees'
gito 'other'

gib 'run’

gidingoto 'scorpion’
gilbuwe 'saltpeter’
gilonge 'crocodile’
gimse 'song', pl. gemshe
gimba 'hot pepper'

gooto 'pit'

gulato 'pigeon’, pl. gulye
gwa 'help'

gwe 'hole', pl. goye

gbuwra 'bag'

gbdrdngto 'elbow’, pl. gbdrdngyée
gbakaliruwe 'soldier ant'
gbaamito 'tale'

gbange 'dry season'

gbélé 'near’

gbinwe 'river'

gbiinda 'male', pl. gbiindye

gbiya 'be near'

huunaate 'crowned crane'
home 'chief', pl. hamye
h3angto 'yawn(ing)'

ha 'place’, pl. hye
habyée 'water, river'
hadato 'machete’
hanuingto 'festivity'
hara 'meat', pl. hardagyée
hasé 'bad'
haw 'farm'
hawe 'wind'
heb 'bathe'
hed 'snore’'
her 'pass away'
hiime 'rat'

hooto 'goat', pl. hoye



hédye 'house'

hot 'spread'

huboto 'heart', pl. huboye
huboto 'calabash gourd', pl. hobye
hubwa 'boil'

hul 'prick’, hol 'pierce several times'
humwato 'face'

hura, pl. horye 'neck’

hwabto 'pregnancy’

hwaké 'fishtrap'

hwan 'fry'

hwange 'elephant'

hwaarto 'bean’

hwe 'death’, pl. hogye

hwee 'go'

hwéé 'fear'

hweélto 'new', pl. hweelyée
hyangkaré 'trousers'

jalkate 'worm', pl. jalkaye
jaara 'leopard'

jibishe 'vegetable'

jibye 'soup'

jide 'fly'

kuulato 'louse', pl. kuularye
kuindngé 'past’

kuirkure 'strong, serious'
kuusa 'slave'

kuwisu 'filter'

kwizato 'enclosure mat', pl. kje

kak3to 'senior female relative'

kowto 'baobab’, pl. kawye, masc. kaawe

kada 'tree’
kaade 'evening'
kaaké 'grass'
kala 'fear'
kape 'thorn'
kip 'get lost'
kiire 'loan'

ko 'refuse’

kod 'follow'

koome 'voice', pl. koomye
kombo-té 'boat', pl. koombyée
kosoto 'quiver'

kuu 'throw'

kuboke (kubuke ?) 'deep'
kudito 'thigh', pl. kodoye

kufe 'spear’

kune 'basket'

kup 'cover'

kupe 'hoof'

kwadange 'guinea-fowl'
kwake 'ear; name'

kwakra 'sun shelter'

kwal 'tap (a tree for sap or resin)'
kwaame 'mouth’

kwaaté 'bitter'

kwe 'testicle', pl. kogye

kwiire 'root', pl. kweerye
kyanato 'poison’

kpako- 'wing'

kpakto 'fingernail’

kpaa 'calabash’, pl. kpayée
kpalamto 'red'

kpalange 'rabbit'

kpané 'old', fem. kpadnto
kpaadne 'skull', pl. kpadnye
kpé(?) 'two'

kpirip 'grip'

laaba 'dish out'

I3K 'be many', ldka 'gather', 13ka 'gather

together (a bride's dowry)'
lame 'speech’, pl. Idmagye
le 'word, matter'
lee 'know'
leb 'beat', leba, lyaba 'tap'
len 'send'
leerume 'needle’, pl. leerimye
linto 'tooth’, pl. lenye



luu 'take'

muwn 'return’

ma '(male) person', pl. mye, fem. mato

ma 'cut (grass)'

mabure 'kind of lizard', pl. maborye

maluwmto 'paper, knowledge'

mambutulto 'termite mound', pl.
mambotslye

maase 'strength’

meeto 'woman', pl. maandye

mento 'spirit', pl. menye

midik 'swallow'

midoto 'python', pl. midoye

mo 'want', mwa 'agree’

moto 'hill', pl. moye

mom 'itch'

mémato 'armpit’

mud 'go "’

mude 'rope plant’

mufe 'junior brother', cf. mwaafuto

mure 'man’, pl. morye

mwa 'stamp (the foot)'

mwaafuto 'junior sister', pl. mwaafye

mwasa 'give birth to'

mwaasato 'family, linecage'

mweeto 'witchcraft'

mwééré 'frog', pl. mwééryé

mbagato 'sheep’, pl. mbagye
mbaswto 'patience’
mbeekurmto 'cock's crop'
mbida 'leave'

mbule 'cap', pl. mbolye
mbulkuité 'slippery’
mbwara, pl. mbwarye 'leg'

naakurto 'cow'

ne 'head', pl. ndgye
nerato 'strong'

nii 'watch'

niise 'tail', pl. nyeeshe

noo 'work (clay)'
nuu 'lick'
nyawye 'spittle'

ndéwato 'friend(ship)’

nggulange 'mosquito’

nggur 'climb’

nggad 'swim', nggade 'swimming'
nggal 'pull’

nggam 'stir in'

nggakto 'hook’

nggalmbato 'arrow', pl. nggalmbye
nggede 'hoe’

nggu 'lift'

nggufé 'grow thin'

nggume 'medicine’'

nggub 'plant (yams)'

nggur 'remove’'

nggweenda 'toad', pl. nggweendye

ngbuikurmto 'chin'

nzuto 'child', masc. nze, pl. je
(nzu-)kalkato 'hawk', pl. (ji-)kalkaye
(nzu-)keddwto 'clay gourd'
(nzu-)kuliki(to) 'vulture'

nzumto 'chest'

nzumwato 'bee'

njaa 'earth'

puulye 'madman’

purbato 'cloud', pl. parbye
par 'melt', para 'untie'

pa 'gamble’

paatiuto 'mouse', pl. paatiuye
pee 'meet, put together'
peeke 'broom!, pl. peekye
péépeto 'good'

piito 'breath’

pilpilto 'bedbug’

po 'hope, pray (for luck)'



pom 'smell (intr)'

por 'gather up (dried guinea-corn)'
poretto 'bruise'

poye bark’

punduure 'dust’

puwa 'bend'

pwa 'up'

pwel 'shell'

raame 'stool’

rekawne 'young'

reekéto 'sugar-cane'

rikito, pl. reekye 'young girl'
rooto 'liver', pl. rooshe
rookume 'sickle’

rukune 'snake', pl. rokonye

sut 'thing', pl. she
sutto 'body’, pl. she

swbato 'senior sister', pl. shebye, cf. shibye

suifeele 'whip'

surde 'red kaolin paste'
swi-kushibe 'surprise’
suulaare 'skin', pl. swlaarye
surlee- 'kneel'

stum 'eat’

swmwe 'guinea-corn’

sui[-]twre (probably compounded from sw
'thing' and twir 'carry') 'baggage’

sow 'shave'

sake 'dog'

salame 'send off

salke 'rope’

saamo- 'man's male friend'
sara 'kind of lizard', pl. sarye
sob 'drink’

sookumto 'long-nosed'
soopyée 'shame’

suude 'spear’, pl. sood’y e
sumbude 'navel', pl. sombodye
sunggwato 'knife', pl. sunggye

suwa 'pound'
suwe 'mortar’
swakato 'ant’

shaw 'suck’

shewe 'hair; in-law', pl. shewye
shed 'sprinkle’

shem 'kick'

shi 'come’

shibye 'senior brother', pl. shebye
shifa 'heat'

shikit 'rub (the back)'

shime 'tongue', pl. shemye
shine 'nose'

shiri 'dream’

turfe 'hand', pl. teefye
turfe 'road', pl. tafogye
tok 'split'

tan 'gather (honey)'

tat 'wring'

ta 'iron’

taafato 'buttock’, pl. taafye
taane 'grave'

tikwle 'lamp’

toopi 'worry, harass'
tuu 'cry’

tukuwt 'foam, lather'
tukoto 'night'

tumto 'grinding stone'

vurdéeto 'meeting ground'
vuine 'room', pl. vonye
vaaké 'fish', fem. vadkto
viru 'turn over'

vodoto 'penis', pl. vodoye

vitikpdswto 'owl', pl. vitikpuiuye

vwe, pl. vogye 'beer’

Zd 'arrive'
zaare 'twin'
zooku 'rub’






